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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 
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“RECEIPTS. 


The Treasurer is charged as follows, viz: 
1854, Feb. 23. 


To balance account, 386 08 
Principle of Surplus Revenue, 3348 00 
Principle of Literary Fund, 724 02 


List of Resident, State, County, Town, 
aud School 'T'axes for tne year 


1854, 2054 29 

School Non-resident, 306 49 

“s Xe highway, 182 41 
Resident list of School-house tax, 

District No. 4, 34 40 
Non-resident, e No. 4, 194 
Resident list, ” ' No. 5, 47 27 
Non-resident, « Nog. 6 1e 
Resident, “ No. 7, 420 95 
Non-resident, fs No. 7, 103 65 


Cash rec’d from State Literary fund, 98 06 
. a ‘Railroad tax, 191 83 
‘* County for support of 


tc 


County Poor, 439 79 
Int. rec’d on surplus revenue fund, 199 61 
- ** Literary fund, 42 52 


Cash ree’d for use of Town House, 20 00—$8606 48 
And credited as follows, viz: 


By paid outstanding orders, 265 18 
State and County tax, 972 73 
Schools, 1008 24 
School Dist. and Teachers’ Institute, 108 49 
Ruads and Bridges, 57 18 
Non-resident highway tax inlabor, 9491 
Town Notes and interest, 290 Al 
Militia, 4 00 
Abatement and discount, 103 76 
Miscellaneous expenses, 68 97 
Town Officers, 258 88 
Poor at the Alms-house, 13 25 


Paupers other than Alms-house, 191 45 
County poor, 54 16 
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Principal of surplus revenue fund, 3348 00 
Literary fund, 739 60 
Balance of account, 1027 27—$8606 48 
DISBURSMENTS. 
Outstanding orders, 265 18 
State tax, in 365 40 
County Tax, 607 33—$1237 91 
SCHOOLS. 
- - 154 16 
128 30 
72 67 
88 90 
- 100 04 
- 66 95 
- 95 10 
- 139 64 
- 84 06 
ae, - 19 89 
at Aap - 58 53—$1008 24 
SCHOOL DISTRICT AND TEACHERS INSTITUTE. 
Building Commn- ttee School Dist. No.4, 35 00 
No. 5, 50 00 
Teachers’ resitite of R. Ohenty 23 49—$108 49 
ROADS AND BRIDGES.—Smiru Roap. 
Samuel Coffin for blasting stone, 5 00 
Samuel Smith making Sec. No. 3, 
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as by previous contract, 32 30 35 30 
REPAIRS. 

_ John Goss, for plank, 75 

E.S. Harvey, for plank, 315 

Samuel Anderson, for timber, 3 50 


Francis D. Anderson, plank and teaming, 348 
J. Annis Jr., plank & labor $1 outstanding, 


Elisha Smith, road at Gully hill, 3 00 

Thomas Boyd, for timber, 7 00 

Thomas Elliot for stone, 1 00—-$57 18 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY. 

Highway receipts for 1853, 19 64 
i 1854, 75 27—-$94 91 


TOWN NOTES AND INTEREST. 
John Campbell, principal and interest, 10 21 


John Moore, principal and interest, 156 62 
West Parish, interest, 8 40 
Town Treasurer, 97 18 


John Gilchrist, interest 18 months, 18 00—$290 41 
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MILITIA. 
Samuel Gilchrist, 1 00 
Charles D. Greeley, 1 00 
David Mantor, » 00 | 
Thomas B. Platts, 1 00 ——$4 00 
ABATEMENTS AND DISCOUNT. 
Collector’s list for 1853, 488 
Collector’s list for 1854, 12 22 
Horace P. Watts, 5 00 
Discount on taxes paid before Dec. Ist, 81 66—~-$103 76 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
W. Wesley Wilkins, for guide boards, 4 50 
N. P. Greene, books ‘and stationery, 6 92 


Assessment for insurance on Almshouse, 1 58 
Campbell & Gilmore, printing town ac- 
counts for 1853, 16 00 
Abbott, Jenks & Co., printing handbills, — 1 25 
Citizens Insurance Co., (stock co. at Salem, 
Mass., policy of $:000 on ‘Town 


House for five years.) | 16 60 
Clark & Bell, for counsel, 1 00 
Sawyer & Stevens, for counsel, 2 00 
Express for collecting railroad tax, 25 
Rockingham F.. M. F. I. co. policy on 

Almshouse, 2 25 
Wm. H. Martin, return of births & deaths, 180 
Wm. J. Campbell, 1 05 
Clerk Recording, my rk 4 68 


J. Shipley, taking care of hearse & house, 1 25 
Ariey Plummer, postage, 94 
J. M. Usher, damage to wagon near Boyd’s 
saw mill brook, 2 00 
J. Dickey, cutting bushes in grave yard, 150 
D. R. Leach, for collecting county money, 4 po 97 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
David Gilcreast, Jr., selectman’s services, 7 08 


John Campbell, fs 2.95 
John A. Plummer, 4 dine EY 
S. Gilcreast, services as sup’ r committee, 15 00 
John Dickey, e 13 00 
Calvin Boyd, services as moderator, 5 OU 
Wm. A. Holmes, services as clerk, 12 00 


“y as as “Treasurer, 15 00 


as Collector, 50 00 


co rT) 
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Wm. A. Holmes, collecting 8..H. taxes, | 10 00 
David R. Leach, services as selectman, 36 00 


Calvin Boyd i 36 27 
J, A. Holmes. it rs 39 50 
§ J select. clerk, - 1000 


Auditors, 3 54——$258 88 


$3232 75 
DAVID R. LEACH, 
JOHN A. HOLMES, > Selectmen, 
. CALVIN BOYD, » 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


POOR AT THE ALMSHOUSE. 


D. H. Batchelder, medical attendance on , 

Mrs. Lawson, 75 
Wm. H. Martin “at almshouse, 12 50 
Ek. G. Chase, sup. $3 00 outstanding 

paupers other than almshouse, 

D. ee Batchelder, medical attendance on 


. ’. Chase, ‘last year, 8 15 
EF. M. Chase, board and nursing G. F. 

Chase last year, 16 00 
County of Hillsboro’ for John Clark, 19 50 
Mary J. Goodwin for Amos Goodwin, | 

60 cents per week, 31 00 
N. H. Asylum for Mary R. Parker, 83 00 
Geo. Chrispin for J. Stanton’s child, 250 


J. M. Usher, sup. furnished Jacob Nichols, 6 00» 
D. Corning, Jr., for D. Corning & wife, 25 00O-—-#191 45 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 

D. H. Batchelder, med, at. at almshouse, 10 00° 
Wm. H. Martin tf 250 
Je M. Usher, supplies, for 8, Binet 15 68 

James Everton, 12 48 
Bavnte P. Watts, for wood for 8. Bancroft, 4 00 
Calvin Boyd, a 2 00 
Boyes & Young Ff ‘‘ last yr. 400 
Wm. J, Campbell, med. at. on James Clark, 3 Grats 16 


&3.491 61 
DAVID R. LEACH, ) Overseers 
JOHN A, HOLMES, of the 
CALVIN BOYD, Poor, 


7 
AUDITORS REPORT. 


LonponpDERRY, March I, 1855. 


The undersigned Auditors for the Town of Hohdondérty. 
have examined the accounts of the Selectmen of said town 
for the year ending March, 1855, and find the same cor- 
rectly cast, and satisfactorily vouched. ° 


WARREN RICHARDSON, ) »* 


ROBERT MACK, Auditors. 
MONTGOMERY ‘DICK BY, 
—— no So mm = ~---—-- mn 
Invoice of Stock and Produce at Almshonsé, March 23, 1854, 
1 pair oxen, $95 00/25 Gallons soap, 3.12 
6 Cows, 118 00\50 Pounds butter, 20c, 10 00 
1 Horse, 35 00|200 Pounds pork 10e, 20 00 
1 Calf, 8 00/10 sé hams, 12c, 12 00 
3 Shoats, 40 00|75 «e beef 7c, 5 25 
No. 1 Hay, 126 00/40 se fish, 33c, 1 40 
No. 2 Hay, 5 00/12 “s dry apple, 7c, 84. 
25 Bushels Corn, 25 00/3-4 barrel flour, $9, 6 75 
14 Bushels Oats, 7 00}45 Pounds lard, Lle, 4 95 
2 Bushels beans and peas, 1,75 3 50} ‘Groceries, 1 50 
60 Bushels potatoes, 50c, 30 00 Meal, 1 50 
15 Gallons vinegar, 15c, 2 25 
Cider, 1 75 $563 81 


Invoice of Stock and Produce at Almshouse Feb. 27, 1855. 


6% tons No. 1 hay, $18 117 00| 3 bushels onions, 2 25 
14 tons No. 2 hay, 14, 21 00/200 pounds perk, 25 00 
3 tons No. 3 hay, 8, 24 00/100 pounds hams, 11, 11 00 
1 pair oxen, 100 00| 5 barrels apples, 1 25, 6 25 
6 cows, 120 00; 1 bushels cranberries, 2 00 
1 yearling, 12 00 Beans, 87 
1 calf, 5 00| 80 pounds beef 8c, 6 40 
1 horse, 100 00| 85 pounds fish, 32, 2 81 
4 shoats, | 36 00/140 pounds dry apple, 5, 7.00 
25 bushels corn, 1,20 30 00| flour, 10 25 
18 bushels oats, 5Bo, 9 35] 60 pounds lard, 11, 6 60 
13 barrels cider, 1,50, 19 50 groceries, 2 00 
28 gelonenen 3 50} 1% bushel Meal, 1 80 
egetables, — 75 
53 ounad butter, 23¢, 12 19 $753 02 
90 pushels potatoes, 65, 58 50 
ALMSHOUSE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE TOWN. 
Cr. 
By 1a¥eine February 27th, 1855, 753 02 
building 25 rods of wall, 18 75 
_ for sawing boards, 8 00 
alance of book account, 10 00 
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Received of County for County poor 


at almshouse, 385 65—$1175 42 
Dz. 
To Invoice, March 23d, 1854, 563 SL 
received for timber, at 7 50 per ton, 152 61 
balance of book account, 26 00 
pay Superintendent, ~ 300 00 
paid medical attendance, 13 25 
pay R. White’s bill, 15 76 
pay Wm. H. Martin’s bill, 2 25—$1073 67 
$101 75 


TOWN OF LONDONDERRY, _ Dr. 
Marcu 1, 1855. 


To John Gilcreast’s note dated Sept. 9th, 

1853, int. paid to March 9th, 1855, 200 00 
West Parish, note dated Sept. Ist, 

1853, interest paid one year, 140 00 
outstanding orders of 1854 and 5, 301 00 
Fellows, land damage awarded by 

road com., but he claims some il- 

legality in their proceedings and 


will not take, 50 00 
School District No. 7, school-house 
tax assessed, — . 500 00 
Reuben White, goods at almshouse, 15 75 
Wm. H. Martin, med. at. 3 2 25 
‘¢ services as school com. 13 00—$1222 00 
Cr. 
By balance in Treasury, 1027 27 
due from the town of Amherst for | 
J. Nichols, 6 00—$1033 27 
Balance of ‘debts above credit, $188 73 
Add town house and Auburn road | 
notes, held by town Treasurer, $1619 67 
Whole amount of debt, $1808 40 


DAVID R. LEACH, = 
JOHN A. HOLMES, $ Selectmen. 
CALVIN BOYD, 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


TT eo Bt 


GENTLEMEN: Your Committee have attended to the du- 
ties assigned them, and beg leave tosubmit the following 


REPORT : 


Hach School has been visited, with one exception, at least 
twice, both in the Summer and, Winter terms; and such 
suggestions and remarks were made, as the wants and best 
interests of each school seemed to require. A brief view of 
the schools will now be given in their numerical order. - 


Distaict-No. 1.—The Summer School in this District, 
was taught by Miss Sarah A. M. Alexander, of Derry. Miss 
A. was well qualified aside from experience, to keep a Com- 
mon School. ‘This is the largest school in town varying in 
age from four to fourteen years. It requires not a little en- 
ergy and patience, to teach a school like this. Nearly one 
half are learning the alphabet and to put letters together in 
simple words and sentences; and there are classes, one or 
more, in all the branches of learning usually taught in our 
schools. | 

One great obstacle the teacher had to contend with, was 
irregularity of attendance. We find by examination of the 
Register, that about one-third of the school were absent one- 
half of the tinte, while some were there only two weeks; 
barely long enough to be counted as scholars, and seven 
attended Jess than two weeks. 

The general progress of the school we considered very 
fair, while in some of the classes commendable improvement 
had been made, mot by those who were there only twelve, 
fourteen or sixteen days each, in as many weeks,—that 
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class of course learned comparitively nothing,—but by those 
who had attended with some degree of regularity. Miss A. 
it is believed, gave general satisfaction to her employers. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Samuel Gilcreast. 
NotWithstanding the inclemency ofthe weather and the con- 
sequent irregularity of attendance, the school had made per- 
‘ ceptible improvement. Both classes in English Grammer, 
and those in Colburn’s Arithmetic deserve especial notice. 

Although many of the scholars reside in remote parts of 
the District, and may find it somewhat inconvenient to at- 
~ tend school constantly i in the winter season, yet, as there is 
a good warm house, atterit is reached, and otherwise am- 
ple accommodations, both in-doors and out, we are of opin- 
ion, that with due effort on the partof parents and scholars, 
the average attendance might be much increased. 


District No. 2.—Summer—Miss Amanda. M, Harris, 
Teacher, of Nashua. 

Miss H. was more than usually well qualified to give in- 
struction in the various branches taught in our schools. 
When first visited, the school did not appear so orderly and 
quiet as was desirable, but on a subsequent visit, in this re- 
spect they had improved, and at the close, the expectations 
of the Committee were more than realized. All the scholars 
present seemed to be mindful of the best interests of the 
school, and exerted themselves to their utmost to please their 
teacher. 

Some of the classes appedred well, and all gave evidence 
that they had been correctly instructed. The Reading and 
Spelling was fair, and the first class in Colburn’s Arithmetic 
deserved to be particularly mentioned, 

The exercises at the examination had been previously ar- 
ranged with much taste, and were varied and interesting. 
Some appropriate songs were introduced by the older girls, 
which served to enhance the interest of the occasion, and 
with which the committee were much pleased. 

It is ourimpression, if the school was not as profitable as it 
otherwise might have been, the fault was not in the teacher. 


The Winter School is now in session, under the charge 
of Mr. Judkins, of Kingston. Mr J. is an experienced, and 
very competent teacher. Ue is methodical, both in govern- 
ment and instruction, and a strict disciplinarian, just what 
is needed in all our schools, and especially in this one. 
The school has been visited twice by a member of the com- 
mittee but not examined, and from the impression received, 
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we have no doubt the school will give a good account of 
itself at the close. We think the District, if they consult 
the best interests of their school will secure the services of | 
Mr. Judkins another winter term, even’ if they are obliged 
to wait a few weeks longer than they otherwise would. 


District No, 3.—Summer.—Taught by Miss Julia M. 
Kelly, of Lowell. 

Miss K. has had much experience in teaching and in this 
school discharged well, the duties devolving upon her. 
Her method of instruction and discipline was thorough and 
systematic. A little more originality and not quite so close 
attention to text-books, would be an improvement in her 
manner of instruction. On examination the school ap- 
peared to have profited well under her charge, particularly 
in Reading and Writing. Wenoticed some among her 
scholars, who, according to their ages, would compare well, 
in regard to advancement with many older members of the 
larger schools in town. 

The Winter School under the instruction of Mr. G. H. 
Burns, of Hudson, gave good evidence, at the examination 
of having been conducted with efficiency and skill, as the 
progress of the school in the branches taught, was excellent, 
considering the shortness of the term, which was only 7 1-2 
weeks. 

The committee are glad to say that particular attention 
was given to Reading and Spelling, in which important 
branches the school consequently made gocd improvement. 
The average attendance was large, when compared with 
many other schools in town, being about six-sevenths.of the 
whole number. 


District No. 4.—The Summer School here was under 
the charge of Miss Sarah J. Gilcreast, whose reputation as 
a teacher, is too well established in town to need any com- 
mendation from your committee. : 

This is the second term she has taught the school, and so 
far as we can learn, with entire satisfaction to the District. 
The school generally made more than ordinary advance- 
ment. Among the best classes, we would mention one in 
Grammer, the second and third classes in Reading ; and a 
large class of boys and girls in.Emerson’s Arithmetic de- 
serves high praise, each one reciting correctly the multipli- 
cation table. ‘There was one feature in the Arithmetical 
exercises of this school with which the committee were much 
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pleased. It was the giving out ofa series of numbers in 
quick succession and requiring the scholars to make the ad- 
ditions as she proceeded and give the answer at once when 
the last number was named, ‘This exercise is valuable for 
inducing energy and activity in mental operations. 
The Winter School was taught by Mr. Mark Poor, of Der- 
ry. This school when visited near the commencement by 
a member of the committee appeared to be in a flourishing 
condition. ‘The scholars were orderly and quiet, and the 
classes wellkarranged, while the character of the exercises 
were such as to give us a favorable impression in regard to 
its usefulness. 


We regret that the state af the weather was such, the com- 
mittee were unable to visit it at the close, and therefore can- 
not from personal knowledge state what advancement the 
school had made. But we are glad to learn from members 
of the District who were present the last day, and in the ab- 
sence of the committee examined the school for themselves, 
that the school was highly successful and worthy the 
especial notice of the committee. 


District No. 5.—Summer.—Taught by Miss Sarah L. 
Simonds. 

From different visits made during the session we consid- 
ered this in most respects a model school. ‘The whispering 
and buzzing and consequent confusion too often met with 
in the school-room, was not heard here. Unfortunately, 
owing to the ill health of the teacher, the school closed dur- 
ing the last week, previous to the day set apart for the ex- 
amination, so that we are not able to say what classes if any 
deserve particular notice ; but your committee are confident 
from the character of the recitations which came under their 
notice, that all would have acquitted themselves handsomely. 

The Winter School was under the instruction of Mr. 
Jonathan McAllister, whose merit as a teacher is well known 
and appreciated by the District, and consequently he is en- 
abled to do their children an incalculable amount of good. 

We consider this schoo] eminently successful. Good im- 
provement was made by every class the committee heard at 
the commencement and the close. ‘We were pleased to no- 
tice that much attention was, given to Reading. ‘The schol- 
ars were not only required to call all the words right and 
observe the ‘‘stops and marks,’ but were trained to give 
the appropriate inflections} and expression. Eixercises 
upon emphasis and inflection were read im connexion 
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with their lessons, which we consider of great importance. 
Scholars may read over and even commit to memory the 
various rules of reading at the commencement of the school 
as is the practice of some; yet if these rules are not often 
referred to and examples illustrative frequently read, they 
will do them little good. We were somewhat disappointed 
in not seeing some members of the District present at the ex- 
amination. We find however by the Register, that a good- 
ly number of visits were made by citizens during the school. 


District No. 6.—This District as is well known is en- 
tirely destitute of a school-house, Noschool was kept here 
during the Summer, but in the Winter a small room ina 
private dwelling house was provided for the purpose and a 
school commenced uuder the eare of Miss Aurelia A. Tay- 
lor, who continued her labors about six and a half weeks, 
when an.unpleasant disaffection arose in the District which 
resultedin dissolving her connexion with the school. 

The services of Mr. G. F. Kilburn, of Boscawin, were sub- 
sequently secured, who conducted the school acceptably to 
the District for the remainder of the term, consisting of 44 
weeks. The school here is small and the scholars somewhat 
backward, owing in a great measure to feuds and contro- 
versies heretofore and at present existing in the District, 
which deprives them ofa school-house, and otherwise af- 
fects their school privileges. ‘The school at the close how- 
ever hadmade fair improvement. ‘The first classes in Read- 
ing, Grammer and Geography deserve some notice. The 
Writing-Books had@been neatly kept, and some very fair 
specimens of penmanship were observed. 


District No. 7.—The Summer School was taught by 
Miss Emily C. White. 

This was her first attempt at teaching, but she discharg- 
ed her duty as well as could be expected under existing cir- 
cumstances. ‘The school-room is contracted and very in- 
convenient, faults which tend to retard the progress of any 
District school. Notwithstanding these disadvantages, toler- 
ably good improvement was made, particularly in Moses’ 
Geography and Colburn’s Arithmetic. — It isbelieved that 
good satisfaction was given through the District. 

The Winter School was under the charge of Miss Jane 
Taylor, who from long experience has gained a good repu- 
tation asa teacher. Her method of instruction is concise 
and systematic. The school manifested more than its ordina- 
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ry interest in the studies pursued, and a good degree of pro- 
ficiency was made, particularly in Reading and Spelling. A 
class in Colburn’s Arithmetic deserves much credit. 


District No. 8.—Summer.—This school was taught by 
Miss Frances M. Brickett, of Fisherville. 

Owing to a misunderstanding the school was not visited 
at the close by the same member of the committee who had 
visited it at the commencement, and who had the school 
more particularly in charge, so that an accurate statement 
of its condition and progress cannot be made. 

The school was large, and continued seventeen weeks, 
but we perceive by the Register, that the atteadance was 
very irregular especially towards the close. 

Miss Brickett exhibited very fair literary qualifications 
for teaching and possessed apparently a good faculty of im- 
parting instruction, and when the school was visited at the 
commencement appeared to fbe making laudable efforts to 
secure good order; yet being young and totally unexpe- 
rienced in the business, she failed to give entire satisfaction 
to her employers, and the committee cannot but express 
their belief, that she was unfortunate, in engaging so large 
a school, wherein to commence a.career of teaching. 

The Winter School was in charge of Mr. John Dickey. 

Although there are many disadvantages connected with 
this school, yet it is thought it will compare favorably with 
most schools in town. ‘The school appeared well at the ex- 
amination and the teacher gives much credit to the older 
scholars for their commendable effortsgin behalf of good or- 
der and decorum in the school-room. 


District No. 9.—Both the Summer and Winter Schools 
in this District were taught by: Miss Lucy J. Holmes. 

Although Miss H. made here, her first attempt at teach- 
ing, she entered into the spirit of her duties with persevering 
energy that would have done honor to age and experience. 

If we were to specify any particular exercises, deserving 
more than the rest to be mentioned, it would be those in the 
Sounds of the Letters, Reading and Spelling, and some 
classes in Mental Arithmetic ; and these although they rank 
the first in importance on our catalogue of English branches 
are exactly the ones the most neglected. We are happy to 
say that the teacher here endeavored to do justice to these 
substantial elements in an English education. During both 
the Summer and Winter Schools much pains had_been ta- 
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ken in penmanship by both teacher and scholars in which 
branch good improvement had been made. 

Four scholars during the Summer term out of a school of 
twenty-three, viz: Eliza J. Webster, Ellen M. Webster, 
Horace Corning and James Patterson were neither absent 
nor tardy. | 


District No, 10.—This is but a part of a District and 
adjoins No. 3, in Derry. The Summer School was taught 
by Miss Abby J. Hall, and the Winter School by Miss 

Jane C. Mahaffery. 


District No. 11.—The Summer School was taught by 
Miss B. C. W. Corning, of Manchester, who though inex- 
perienced was well qualified in a literary point of view for 
the task she had undertaken. 

On making our first visit, the school appeared in rather a 
retrograde condition, but Miss C. so far succeeded in inter- 
esting them in their studies that the committee had the sat- 
isfaction of finding at the close of the school, a good degree 
ef order prevailing and much improvement manifested 
among the pupils. | 

The Winter School was under the charge of Mr. Samuel 
Gilcreast, one of the superintending committee of the town. 

This school was visited but. once by another member of 
the Board, about the middle of the term. The school was 
very-orderly and gave good evidence that they were mak- 
ing fair improvement. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Scuoot-Hovuses.—T here are in town ten whole Districts 
and a fraction of a District belonging to Derry. One Dis- 
trict is entirely destitute of a school-house, and not more 
than four or five in the remaining nine, are at all adequate 
to the wants of the schools. Districts No. 2 and 3, would 
receive much benefit from the speedy erection of ample and 
commodious houses ; while Districts No. 7, and No. 8, are 
suffering an immense waste of money every year, and es- 
pecially in the Winter seaaon, from their neglect to do the 
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same. ‘The importance of this matter has been repeatedly 
laid before the town and urged upon the notice of these veral 
Districts, and we would at this time simply suggest to those 
_ifany there be, who have hitherto failed to learn the fact, 
that their children need, at least as cleanly and comforta-. 
ble apartments as their cattle and sheep. 


Scuoots.—The average length of our schools has been 
greater during the past year than has usually been the case 
in town. Generally they have been successful, and a few 
we think have taken a step in advance, in regard to their 
general improvement and-advancement in the sciences. 

Notwithstanding all the efforts that have been made by 
Committees and Teacher’s, the scholars belonging to our 
schools are very far from being punctual in theiratténdance, 
and prompt to the time of commencing school in the morn-" 
ing. Very few of the Registers show the fact, that even a” 
single scholar has been neither absent nor tardy. ‘This is’ 
not as it should be.’ Each member of your committee has. 
had more or less experience in the business of teaching and” 
they have become thoroughly convinced both by experience 
and observation that this is one of the most commofi and ru=" 
inous evils with which our schools have to contend. And” 
we do not base this opinion on our own judgement alone. | 
It is the decided belief of eminent educators in this and the. 
adjoining states that ‘‘one half the benefit which might be’ 
derived from our schools is absolutely lost from this cause’ 
alone. We believe this great evil may be effectually reme-. 
died if not entirely cured by proper efforts on_the part of 
parents and guardians, and we hopefully trust the time is’ 
not far distant when it may truthfully be said of at least’ 
half our scholars that they are punctual and constant. 

A great obstacle in the way of the more rapid improve-— 
ment of our schools is the almost endless variety of text- 
books now used through the town. Your committee have 
‘found in one school as many as seven different kinds of 
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Reading Books, and in town five kinds of Geographies and 
three different Spelling Books. 

This necessarily causes a great wasté of the teacher’s 
time, as often, a large portion of the school, of the same 
grade, and which might be contained in one class, is separ- 
ated into two or three, and the limited time allowed the 
teacher, barely sufficient to devote to the interests of that 
class, is divided accordingly, thereby preventing him from 
doing anything like justicetu either. Your committee took 
this matter into consideration at an early day and became 
convinced that an entire change in some classes of our 
Text-books could not but operate favorably on the 
prosperity of our schools, but they found it required much 
labor and careful investigation to do the work properly, and 
no series of Reading Books having fallen under their ob- 
servation which they deemed sufficiently adapted to the 
wants of our schools, no change has’ been made ; but they 
have concluded to defer the subject to the consideration 
and better judgement of their successors. 

Although our teachers have uniformly sustained a fair ex- 
amination, some of them have exhibited a careless man- 
ner of teaching, such as pronouncing yes yis, forget 
forgit, of off, been ben, &c., to say nothing of their mang- 
ling some very plain Geographical names, which every 
teacher should be able to pronounce, and of which the true 
pronunciation should be insisted upon from the scholars ; 
besides some teachers have permitted their scholars to cipher 
or pretend to cipher half way through their Arithmetic 
without reciting tne rules or being able to properly under- 
stand the problems. | 

‘These may be considered by some as trifling errors, but 
they are really of great magnitude. It is enough that a 
scholar be permitted to pass along through his Text-book 
whatever it may be, in a hurried, careless manner making 
more or less blunders at every section or paragraph and at 
the end be perfectly ignorant of every thing except the fac 
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that he has been through the book. But the teacher isexpected 
to see that he does his work promptly, correctly, thorough- 
ly: that his pronunciations are accurate, his explantions 
plain, and his general course of study methodical and precise. 
Your committee would recommend as a remedy for the 
evils just mentioned that Prudential committees be more 
circumspect in their selection of teachers, and acting upon 
the same principle that governs them in their own private 
affairs, employ no one who cannot give some evidence that 
he or she is at least faithful and diligent in the discharge of 
their known duties. 

We would urge upon parents and citizens generally a 
more hearty and sympathetic co-operation with the teacher. 
Encourage him—make kindly suggestions that may. serve 
to assist him in his arduous duties. If he is a reasonable 
man he will appreciate them. Do not condemn him before 
his pupils, although hé may be faulty, for in doing so you 
most certainly destroy. their confidence in their teacher, di- 
minish his influence, and ultimately put an end), to his use- 
fulness. 
+. And we would recommend a more general practice oft Vis- 
iting schools by parents. Permit us to say that one or two 
or three half days spent in the school-room during the term 
isnot entirely lost time, for you thereby avail yourselves of 
the very best opportunity to judge correctly of the worth 
of the school and of the merits and demerits of your teacher 
—whether or not he is faithful to the trust imposed upon him 
—whether his time is exclusively devoted to the interests of 
your children, or whether he is inclined to play the 
‘‘soger’’? and make his own personal easehis chief aim in the 
school-room. 


SAMUEL GILCREAST, i Superintending 


W. H. MARTIN, School Committee. 


JOHN DICKEY, 
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